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	EASR 4th CONFERENCE     
SECR 6th CONFERENCE            

IAHR Special Conference              Santander, 8-11 September 2004

First Announcement

The 4th Conference of the EASR will be held in Santander (Spain), under the auspices of the Spanish Association for the Science of Religions (SECR), and in association with the Department of Historical Science at the University of Cantabria. The Conference will also have status as the 6th Conference of the SECR, and it will provide the venue for the meeting of the General Assembly of the EASR, the Executive Commitee of the IAHR and the editorial boards of NUMEN and NUMEN Book Series.

         RELIGIOUS TOLERANCE AND INTOLERANCE

Religions in various forms and degrees have played and still play important roles at social as well as individual levels. Specific forms of religious beliefs, rituals, and symbols have contributed towards the construction of  identities, the integration of individuals in large and small scale groups, and the expulsion of other individuals from the same groups. 

The history of religions demonstrates a great variety when it comes to the many ways in which religions have conceived of other religions, their truth claims, their gods, their rituals, and their adherents. Some religions have shown a certain degree of largesse or even tolerance; others have been explicitly hostile and intolerant, in principle and in practice. Peaceful coexistence vs. bloody conflicts, mutual understanding vs. total lack of understanding, tolerance vs. intolerance, and various positions in between, have set their stamp upon the religious history of humankind. Looking at the religions of the past and present, it is also evident that religion can be  used to justify oppression, segregation and discrimination, and to generate fanaticism, hatred and violence. Internal controversies have contributed to strong tensions within religious groups, culminating in persecution, aggression and violence. 

Constant change and renewal in established religions, together with the emergence of new religious movements, reinvigorate controversies. Claims of religious freedom generate discourses of tolerance, while intolerance encourages marginalization, persecution and extermination of minorities. In Europe, as well as in the rest of the world, human rights, including freedom of religion, are on the political and religious agenda. Freedom of religion, however, is sometimes equal to the freedom of only some religions.  In the process of the construction of the European Union, multiculturalism and the protection of minorities become essential elements of debate. The attitude of the different states and of the EU towards religious diversity constitutes a theme for pressing discussion.

The aim of this conference is to discuss the concepts of religious tolerance and intolerance, the development of these notions through history and the expressions of religious tolerance and intolerance in society, both in theory and practice, in the past and in the present. The conference is a forum for the exchange of ideas of scholars working within the broad field of the academic study of religions. Historical, anthropological, sociological, legal and psychological issues, perspectives, and approaches pertaining to the topic are welcomed. 

Deadline for submission of abstracts is  May 31st 2004.

Further inquiries about the conference, proposal for papers and abstracts may be addressed to Prof. Ramon Teja, Dpto. Ciencias Historicas, Universidad de Cantabria, 39005 Santander, Spain.  E-mail: tejar@unican.es

Information about contributed papers, registration, travel information, and accommodation will be found in due course at the website of the EASR (www.easr.de)
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