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Religion and Civil Society
Rethinking Public Religion in the
Contemporary World

David Herbert, The Open University,
Milton Keynes, UK

Ashgate Religion, Culture & Society Series

“Drawing from an interesting range of social
theory and some innovative case studies, Herbert
examines both the nature and the future of
public religion in the modern world. At the start
of the 21st century, understanding, and indeed
shaping, that future is an urgent political task.”
— Grace Davie, Reader in the Sociology of
Religion, University of Exeter.

“Understanding the complex and ever-changing
relationship between religion and modernity has
taken on a new urgency... David Herbert... has
written a fascinating and challenging book."
— Professor Robin Gill, University of Kent at
Canterbury

“We thought we had reached an accomodation
between church and state, religion and the public
space... David Herbert's study is a significant
contribution towards understanding why the
secularist self-confidence was misplaced.”

— Jorgen S. Nielsen, Professor and Director,
Graduate Institute for Theology and Religion,

University of Birmingham, UK

O Offers fresh interdisciplinary approach to
understanding religion in contemporary
societies.

[0 A core text for students of religious studies
or sociology of religion.

April 2003 234 x 1566 mm 329 pages
Paperback 0754613399 £16.99
Hardback 07546 13321 £60.00

Predicting Religion
Christian, Secular and Alternative
Futures

Edited by Grace Davie, University of
Exeter, UK, Linda Woodhead, Lancaster
University and Paul Heelas, Lancaster
University, UK

BSA Sub Series of Religion and Theology in
Interdisciplinary Perspectives Series

In Predicting Religion twenty experts in the
study of religion present their predictions
about the future of religion in the 21st century
- predictions based on careful analysis of the
contemporary religious scene from traditional
forms of Christianity to new spiritualities.

Contributors include José Casanova, David
Martin, Olivier Tschannen, Steve Bruce, Bryan
Wilson, Paul Chambers, Rob Hirst, Martin
Percy, Helen Cameron, Jenny Taylor, Andrew
Yip, Kate Hunt, Jo Pearson, S.J.D. Green,
Anastasia Karaflogka, UIf Sjédin, Wayne
Spencer, Paul Heelas and Benjamin Seel.

August 2003 234 x 156 mm  c. 262 pages
Paperback 0754630102 c.£16.99
Hardback 07546 30099 c.£45.00

The Challenge of Religion
after Modernity
Beyond Disenchantment

Raymond L. M. Lee, University of
Malaya, Malaysia and Susan E.
Ackerman, HELP Institute, Malaysia

Analysing the crisis of modernity, this book
delves into the intricacies of movements to
examine the implications of religious change
in the new millennium. The authors provide
an incisive assessment of religious change in
the West and Asia to suggest an eclecticism in
re-enchantment that will usher in new ideas
about charisma, consciousness and
spirituality.
May 2002
Hardback

234 x 156 mm 150 pages
0754607259 £35.00

ASHGATE

Christian Language and its
Mutations
Essaysin Sociological Understanding

David Martin, Lancaster University and
London School of Economics, UK

Theology and Religion in Interdisciplinary
Perspective Series

“Anyone who is interested in the future of
Christian culture and institutions in the 21st
century will find much in these pages to
illuminate, intrigue and occasionally irritate.”

— Richard Chartres, Bishop of London

Christian Language and its Mutations explores
how Christian language alters in various
social, cultural, historical and religious
contexts. Presenting a unique perspective to
show how and why Christianity alters
according to context, this book will prove
insightful and accessible to students, clergy
and general readers alike.

November 2002 234 x 156 mm 232 pages
Paperback 07546 0740 2 £15.99
Hardback 0754607399 £45.00

Alternative Religions
A Sociological Introduction

Stephen J. Hunt, University of the West
of England, UK

“..an accessibly written and useful introduction
to many of the alternative religions to be found in
the contemporary West.”
— Eileen Barker, Professor of Sociology,
London School of Economics, UK

This book presents a comprehensive
introduction to the major forms of alternative
religions: Cults, Sects, New Religious
Movements, the New Age, Fundamentalism,
Penecostalism, Ethnic Religions and Quasi
Religions. Stephen Hunt presents sociological
insights into the rise of alternative religions,
their beliefs and practices, their impact, who
joins them and why, and how they are being
classified and could be re-classified in the
future.

Includes ¢.15 b&w illustrations.

August 2003 244 x 172 mm  ¢.288 pages
Paperback 0754634108 c.£15.99
Hardback 07546 3409 4 c.£40.00

Freedom of Religion,
Apostasy and Islam

Abdullah Saeed, University of
Melbourne, Australia and Hassan
Saeed, University of Queensland,
Australia

The ‘punishment for apostasy’ - death for
those who desert Islam - faces significant
challenges in contemporary times inside and
outside Muslim communities. This book
exlores how apostasy is dealt with in a multi-
religious Muslim country, and the challenges
and difficulties it faces there. Arguments by
prominent Muslims today for an absolute
freedom of religion and for discarding the
punishment of apostasy are discussed.

0 Topical debate on freedom of religion as a
human right in Muslim communities
throughout the world.

[ Argues that the law of apostasy and its
punishment by death in Islamic law is
untenable in the modern times.

October 2003 234 x 156 mm  c. 248 pages
Paperback 07546 3083 8 c.£16.99
Hardback 07546 3082 X c.£45.00

Religion Today:
Tradition, Modernity and
Change

Five introductory
textbooks covering

contemporary themes
in religious studies.

Co-published with The Open
University

Authority and Meaning in
Indian Religions

Hinduism and the Case of Valmiki
Julia Leslie, University of London, UK

“This extraordinary book marshals
unimpeachable scholarship, rich in fascinating
historical detail and mythological imagination, to
tackle questions that are angrily, sometimes
violently, debated in both scholarly and faith
communities everywhere today: Who has the
right to talk about someone else's religion?”

— Wendy Doniger, University of Chicago

“It breaks significant new ground in a rigorous
and illuminating manner, accessible to all. 1
warmly recommend it.”

— John Brockington University of Edinburgh.

“A remarkable feat of scholarship.”
— Eleanor Nesbitt, University of Warwick

“.. an important book that contributes not only
to Hindu Studies but also to contemporary
debates about culture and meaning in a
multicultural context.”

— Gavin Flood, Stirling University

For Hindus and non-Hindus, in India and
beyond, Valmiki is the poet-saint who
composed the epic Ramayana. Yet for a vocal
community of Dalits (ex-untouchables),
Valmiki is God. Exploring the relationship
between sacred text and religious meaning,
this ground-breaking analysis, illustrated with
paintings of Valmiki, makes a unique
contribution both to our understanding of the
interlocking beliefs of many religious
communities and to a greater awareness of
the problematic relationship between sacred
text and contemporary religious meaning.

Includes 1 colour and 14 b&w illustrations.

October 2003 234 x 156 mm  c. 432 pages
Paperback 0754634310 c.£16.99
Hardback 07546 3430 2 c.£40.00

Religions in Dialogue
From Theocracy to Democracy

Edited by Alan Race, Editor and
Lecturer in Interreligious Dialogue, UK
and Ingrid Shafer, University of Science
and Arts of Oklahoma, USA

This book explores the relationship between
religion and the modern democratic state
from the perspective of the three
monotheistic traditions - Judaism, Christianity
and Islam. It investigates how the three
religions in dialogue might overcome their
historic antagonism as a prelude to working
for the development of the global common
good.

Contributors include El Hassan bin Talal, Alan
Race, Ingrid Shafer, Leonard Swidler, David
Rosen, Irving Greenberg, Robert Ash, J.B.
Banawiratma, Fathi Osman, Zeenat Shaukat
Ali, Khalid Duran, Bahtiar Effendy, Mehmet S.
Aydin, Irfan A. Omar, Nurcholish Madjid,
Racelle R. Weiman, Paul Weller, Karl-Josef
Kuschel and Ashok K. Gangadean.

November 2002 234 x 156 mm 248 pages
Hardback 07546 04799 £45.00

An Introduction to Madhva
Vedanta

Deepak Sarma, University of Chicago,
USA

Ashgate World Philosophies Series

Deepak Sarma explores the philosophical
foundations of Madhva Vedanta and then
presents translations of actual debates
between the Madhva and Advaita schools of
Vedanta, thus positioning readers at the
centre of the 700 year-old controversy
between these two schools of Vedanta.
Original texts of Madhvacarya are included in
an appendix, in translation and in Sanskrit.

December 2003 234 x 156 mm  c. 240 pages
Paperback 07546 0637 6 c.£156.99
Hardback 07546 0636 8 . £40.00
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Comparative Approaches to
Chinese Philosophy

Edited by Bo Mou, San José State
University, USA

Ashgate World Philosophies Series

This anthology explores how Chinese and
Western philosophies could jointly and
constructively contribute to a common
philosophical enterprise. Philosophers with in-
depth knowledge of both traditions present a
variety of distinct comparative approaches,
offering a refined introduction to the further
reaches of Chinese philosophy in the
comparative context, especially regarding its
three major constituents - Confucianism,
philosophical Daoism and the Yi-Jing
philosophy.

June 2003 234 x 1566 mm  c. 344 pages
Paperback 07546 0508 6 c.£17.99
Hardback 07546 0507 8 c.£45.00

Mencius, Hume and the
Foundations of Ethics

Xiusheng Liu, St Cloud State University,
USA

Ashgate World Philosophies Series

This illuminating book, relating Chinese and
Western philosophical traditions, presents a
unique account of the unity of the virtues in
Mencius, breaks new ground in Hume studies
through its discussion of the concept of
sympathy in Hume’s theory, and brings
combined insights to bear on contemporary
analytical theories of ethics.

March 2003 234 x 156 mm
Hardback 07546 0406 3

212 pages
£45.00

Personal Identity and
Buddhist Philosophy

Empty Persons

Mark Siderits, Illinois State University,
USA

Ashgate World Philosophies Series

“This is a philosophically subtle and provocative
book. Siderits offers original and powerful
arguments. His reading of Buddhist ideas of
personhood, his critique of the realist nature of
reductionism, and the sustainability of an anti-
realist ethics of personhood are all bound to
provoke and challenge. The bringing together of
analytic Western philosophy and Buddhist
thought will be useful for students of
comparative philosophy and those doing
Buddhological/Indic/Asian courses in philosophy
and religion”

Dr C. Ram-Prasad, Lancaster University, UK

November 2003 234 x 156 mmc.
Hardback 07546 34736

256 pages
c.£40.00

Korean Shamanism
The Cultural Paradox

Chongho Kim, University of Newcastle,
Australia

Vitality of Indigenous Religions Series

“Kim’s creative and original study, based in his
thorough and detailed knowledge of Korean
society, makes an important contribution to our
understanding of why Koreans make use of
shamans.”
— Geoffrey Samuel, University of Newcastle,
Australia

Directly confronting the prejudice against
shamans and their paradoxical situation in a
modern society such as Korea, this book
reveals the cultural discrepancy between two
worlds in Korean culture, the ordinary world
and the shamanic world, showing that these
two worlds cannot be reconciled.

June 2003 234 x 1566 mm  c. 276 pages
Paperback 0754631850 c.£16.99
Hardback 0754631842 . £40.00

Maya Identities and the
Violence of Place
Borders Bleed

Charles D. Thompson, Jr., Center for
Documentary Studies at Duke University,
Durham, USA

Vitality of Indigenous Religions Series

February 2001 234 x 156 mm 206 pages
Hardback 0754613771 £45.00
Neusner on Judaism

Jacob Neusner, Bard College, USA
Volume 1: History

Contemporary Thinkers on Religion: Collected
Works

December 2003
Hardback

234 x 156 mm  c. 375 pages
075463598 8 . £60.00

Knowing Beyond Knowledge
Epistemologies of Religious
Experience in Classical and Modern
Advaita

Thomas A. Forsthoefel, Mercyhurst
College, USA

Ashgate World Philosophies Series

“The unusual combination of diverse intellectual
traditions is the chief strength of the book, and
Forsthoefel throws light on both traditions in
the process of his discussions.”

— Paul ] Griffiths, Schmitt Professor of
Catholic Studies, University of Illinois, Chicago,

USA
December 2002 234 x 156 mm 212 pages
Hardback 07546 0625 2 £42.50

Published Highlights

The Mormon Culture of Salvation

Douglas J. Davies, University of Durham, UK
Includes 1 b&w illustration.

June 2000 234 x 156 mm 302 pages
Paperback 0754613305 £17.99
Hardback 075461328 3 £52.50

Zoroastrian and Parsi Studies
Selected Works of John R. Hinnells

John R. Hinnells, University of Derby, UK
Contemporary Thinkers on Religion: Collected
Works
October 2000
Hardback

234 x 156 mm
07546 1501 4

438 pages
£66.00

Sacred Landscapes and Cultural
Politics

Planting a Tree
Edited by Philip P Amold and Ann Grodzins
Gold, Syracuse University, USA

Vitality of Indigenous Religions Series
Includes 5 b&w illustrations.
September 2001 234 x 156 mm
Hardback 07546 1569 3

224 pages
£45.00

Gay and Lesbian Theologies

Repetitions with Critical Difference
Elizabeth Stuart, King Alfred’s College,
Winchester, UK

May 2003 234 x 1566 mm 132 pages
Paperback 07546 1661 4 £156.99
Hardback 07546 1658 4 £39.50

The Return of the Primitive

A New Sociological Theory of Religion
Richard K. Fenn, Princeton Theological
Seminary, USA

Theology and Religion in Interdisciplinary
Perspective Series

October 2001 234 x 156 mm 140 pages
Paperback 07546 04209 £16.99
Hardback 07546 04195 £42.50

An Introduction to Yoga
Philosophy

An Annotated Translation of the Yoga Sutras
Ashok Kumar Malhotra, State University of
New York at Oneonta, USA

Ashgate World Philosophies Series
Includes 18 b&w illustrations.

October 2001 234 x 156 mm 120 pages
Paperback 07546 0564 7 £16.99
Hardback 07546 0524 8 £45.00

Cinema, Religion and the
Romantic Legacy
Paul Coates, University of Aberdeen, UK

January 2003 234 x 156 mm 226 pages
Hardback 07546 15855 £47.50
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