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RELIGIONS IN THE MODERN WORLD
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Edited by Linda Woodhead, Paul Fletcher, Hiroko Kawanami and David Smith, all at the
University of Lancaster, UK

‘At last an introduction to Religious Studies that is not a clone of 1960s textbooks. Finally we
have something written for the 21* century.’ — Irving Hexham, University of Calgary, Canada

'An excellent and useful addition to the study of religions.' - Ron Geaves, University of
Wolverhampton, UK

‘An excellent introduction to the study of world religions. The student is introduced to the
meaning of religion in the modern and postmodern context.” — Charles E. Winquist, Syracuse
University, USA

This comprehensive guide offers an unrivalled contemporary introduction to the study of religion.
Bringing together the methods of both the humanities and the social sciences, the editors consider
the main religious traditions of Asia and the West, as well as new forms of religion and spirituality
such as New Age.

With an historical introduction to each religion and detailed analysis of its place in the modern
world, Religions in the Modern World is ideal for newcomers to the study of religion. Topics
covered include religion, colonialism and postcolonialism; religious nationalism; women and
religion; religion and globalization; religion and authority; and the rise of new spiritualities. The
book’s easy-to-use format incorporates -

e case studies

e anecdotes

e text extracts

e chapter menus

e end-of chapter summaries

e glossaries

e annotated further reading sections

e many photographs, maps and engravings.
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